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roar of thousands, " We will go back to the factories and
the land to take them for ourselves ! Doloj boorjooievf "

Within the Soviet, Lenin, who had now brought his
own faction to heel, establishing his dominance over them,
took occasion to point out that Miliukov's " duplicity "
demonstrated how impossible it was to co-operate with the
bourgeoisie as represented by the Provisional Government.
In this he received the support of the Mensheviks, but the
Soviet as a whole was not yet ready for the break. They
were still scared by the ruthlessness of Lenin's ideas.

The Provisional Government bowed before the storm.
On the evening of May 4 it presented to the Soviet an
" explanation " of the Miliukov Note, endeavouring to
bring it more into line with the Soviet Manifesto of March
27. It declared that " free Russia does not aim at the domi-
nation of other nations or at depriving them of their patri-
mony, or at occupying by force foreign territories, but that
its object is to establish a durable peace on the basis of
the rights of nations to decide their own destinies."J This
explanation was accepted by the Soviet late in the evening,
and a motion of confidence in the Provisional Government
was carried, after a stormy and acrimonious debate, by a
majority of only 35 in a vote of 2500. In view of this
GuchkofE resigned on May 13 and Miliukov on May 17. On
this last date Leon Trotsky arrived in Pctrograd from
America.

The part played by the Petrograd Soviet in the Miliukov
affair clearly illustrated to all the amazing increase in its
power, and the corresponding diminution in that of the
Provisional Government. Prince Lvov, in reconstructing
his Cabinet, had the choice of either following the advice of
the military circles and suppressing the Soviet by force, or
of allying himself with it. He chose alliance, and opened
negotiations for a coalition. Participation in the Provisional
Government was bitterly opposed by Lenin and the Bol-
1 Gumming and Pettit, p. 12.